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CIVITAS-PLUS

In CIVITAS-Plus, the following cities cooperate within 5 projects:

· ELAN: Ljubljana (Slovenia), Zagreb (Croatia), Brno (Czech Republic), Porto (Portugal), Ghent (Belgium);

· ARCHIMEDES: Aalborg (Denmark), Brighton (UK), San Sebastian (Spain), Iasi (Romania), Monza (Italy), Usti nad Labem (Czech Republic);

· MODERN: Craiova (Romania), Brescia (Italy), Vitoria Gasteiz (Spain), Coimbra (Portugal);

· RENAISSANCE: Perugia (Italy), Bath (UK), Szczecinek (Poland), Gorna Orjahovitsa (Bulgaria), Skopje (Macedonia);

· MIMOSA: Bologna (Italy), Utrecht (Netherlands), Tallinn (Estonia), Gdansk (Poland), Funchal (Portugal).

The objective of CIVITAS-Plus is to test and increase the understanding of the frameworks, processes and packaging required to successfully introduce bold, integrated and innovative strategies for clean and sustainable urban transport. These strategies address concerns related to energy-efficiency, transport policy and road safety, alternative fuels and the environment. 

Actions build on the latest research results in the field, as well as on past experiences of the CIVITAS Initiative. Special attention is paid to the specific requirements of clean and sustainable urban transport in Europe’s countries and regions under rapid development. 

The European Commission invests EUR 80 million in the CIVITAS-Plus programme. 

Mission

Urban traffic congestion, accidents and pollution are serious problems in Europe’s cities. Therefore, transport and mobility are of highest priority for local authorities. In 2000, the European Commission recognised the need for action and launched the CIVITAS Initiative, designed as a programme “of cities for cities”. CIVITAS promotes and implements sustainable, clean and (energy) efficient urban transport measures.

In order to achieve their objectives, the CIVITAS demonstration cities test a coherent set of measures that are specifically selected to match both local circumstances and the European dimension. These measures indeed promise to generate knowledge that is transferable, and thus of benefit to cities all across Europe. The activities in the demonstration cities aim to provide a better quality of life for all citizens.

CIVITAS cities implement integrated packages of technology and policy measures in the field of energy and transport along 8 categories, which have been identified as building blocks for an integrated urban transport strategy. Examples include less car intensive lifestyles, pricing measures, clean fuels and vehicles, collective passenger transport, etc. 

Key elements of CIVITAS

· CIVITAS enables cities to have peer-to-peer exchange of best practice knowledge in how to implement sustainable urban mobility measures.

· Political commitment to CIVITAS’ objectives is a basic requirement for success. 

· CIVITAS involvement gives cities the chance to have public support for their work.

· More than 80% of CIVITAS-Plus local decision-makers cite “reaching a larger audience” as a top reason for having applied to CIVITAS-Plus.

· Cities are living ‘laboratories' for learning and evaluating.

· CIVITAS helps to build up critical mass and markets for innovation.

· Over the years, CIVITAS has provided funding to help make clean transport possible in 58 cities. 

· More than 160 cities are members of the CIVITAS Forum Network, having all signed a declaration committing themselves to ambitious policies.

· The European Commission has granted a total of EUR 180 million to CIVITAS demonstration cities throughout the three phases of the CIVITAS Initiative. 

· CIVITAS I kicked off in 2002 and was followed by CIVITAS II in 2005. The current CIVITAS-Plus programme started in 2008 and will run until 2012.

More information

The public website www.civitas.eu offers full information, factsheets, news, reports, and event updates to assist transport and energy specialists, citizens, scholars and the media. It contains details of more than 600 people working within CIVITAS, showcasing more than 650 examples of the implementation of innovative sustainable transport measures from CIVITAS demonstration cities.

Media relations manager:   

Konstantinos Mastakas

+32 (0) 2 537 44 00

kma@MOSTRA.COM 

www.civitas.eu
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The European Union’s CIVITAS initiative helps cities to achieve a more sustainable, clean and energy efficient urban transport system by implementing and evaluating an ambitious integrated mix of technology and policy based measures. After CIVITAS I, with 19 cities, and CIVITAS II, with 17 cities, the Initiative now gathers a group of 25 cities under CIVITAS-Plus. Altogether, CIVITAS cities comprise a community of leading innovators in clean and sustainable urban transport in Europe.
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